
 

HCS Families, 

School starts this week, and we know that many of you will be using our buses to start and finish your school 

day.  Our outstanding team in the Transportation Department has been hard at work this summer to make 

sure our buses are ready to transport our students in the safest and most reliable of ways, and that’s on the 

familiar yellow school bus! 

Part of the excitement of each new school year is the opportunity for all members of the Henry County 

Schools team to meet and get to know your child, and that is especially true with our bus drivers.  There may 

be a few bus routes this year that start with a substitute driver due to the reduced applicant pool of drivers, 

but our commitment is to recruit and retain a full-time driver for every route so the first and last face your 

child sees each day.  But no matter if it is a full-time driver or a substitute, your child will have a highly 

qualified and skilled driver for your child’s safe transport. 

As we work through the first couple of weeks of school, please remember that there is always a possibility of 

a delayed route due to thousands of families being back on the road for school each day.  Patience is key for 

everyone, and safety will be most important for us.  Making sure the right students are on the bus, that they 

get on and off in a safe manner, and all traffic concerns are navigated with the utmost care is our focus and 

our promise to you.   

We will once again be using our three-tiered transportation system to deliver students to and from school 

each day.  As a reminder of the first and last bell schedules for our school levels, they are listed below: 

• Elementary – Starts at 7:35pm – Ends at 2:15pm 

• Middle School – Starts at 9am – Ends at 4pm 

• High School – Starts at 8:15am – Ends at 3:15pm 
 

Here’s a reminder of what to expect to begin the year:  

During the first week of school, most of our bus routes will experience delays. In the morning, please make 

plans for your child to arrive at the morning bus stop at least 5-10 minutes before the assigned bus stop pick-

up time, and remain at your assigned bus stop until the bus arrives. Although a bus may be running late, HCS 

Transportation will provide bus service to all assigned bus stops every single day. In the afternoon, some 

buses/routes may deliver their last student home 30-35 minutes later than what you should normally expect 

throughout the rest of the school year. Before leaving our schools, our drivers and school administrators will 

be making sure that all students are riding the correct bus home. We are also taking the time to explain and 

practice safe habits when entering, riding, and exiting a school bus. Please make sure to use our Here Comes 

the Bus app to keep up with any delays. 

By the second week of school, most routes will have established a fairly reliable drop-off schedule and late 

buses should not be a common occurrence. Isolated bus routes may be later than their expected schedule by 

15-20 minutes. At this point, most students are effectively loading and unloading at the school and are 

starting to practice safe riding habits.  More students will also be riding the bus after the first week of families 

taking students to school. 

By the third week of school and beyond, we expect to have established a regular, dependable routine, both 

at the school and at our bus stops. Nearly all our buses should be arriving when expected, both to the school 



 

and at the stop. Most of our routes and levels should be running on the regularly scheduled pick-up and 

drop-off times.  

How can you help us? 

If your child is going to ride the school bus regularly, please make sure they ride from the first morning and 

continue to ride consistently through the first three weeks of school. Talk with them about which bus to ride 

and teach them to get off ONLY at their assigned bus stop. Help your child learn to recognize your assigned 

bus stop, and teach your child to ask the driver for help any time they are confused or uncertain. With you as 

our partner, your child will learn what to do more effectively if you help us establish the bus riding routine 

early and allow them to develop good riding habits by consistently riding the bus. 

Please take the time to find the approximate time for the bus stop and have your child at the morning stop at 

least 5-10 minutes early the first time your student rides the route. Check with the driver to confirm the 

“scheduled bus stop time” for your child’s bus stop, and have your child to the stop at least five minutes early 

every day. 

Finding your 2022-2023 bus route, bus stop, and pick-up information: 

The easiest way to find bus route information is by downloading and registering for the Here Comes the Bus 

app.  Use your smartphone or visit www.HereComesTheBus.com.  

You can also use our address/location tool to enter your address and find your bus stop location and time at: 

https://bit.ly/BusStopLocationTime  

The Here Comes the Bus app will be your go-to transportation communication tool for the school year.  This 

is where we will notify families of delays or updates to routes and buses.  It’s important that you download it 

to your smartphone and register today! 

Thank you for your continued trust to transport your children safely to and from school each day.  We 

approach each trip with a sense of pride in knowing the positive impact we have on your child’s life.  Please 

let us know if we can be of assistance at any time throughout the year. 

Sincerely, 

Cliff Shearouse 
Executive Director - Transportation 

http://www.herecomesthebus.com/
https://bit.ly/BusStopLocationTime

